
 

 
 
 
Humanity’s First Pandemic 
 
The plague, also known as the Black Death of the Middle Ages, erupted in China in 1328 and reduced the 
country's population from 125 million to 90 million in just fifty years. About 7500 victims of the disease died 
each day. In 1347, the Mongols besieged the Genoese fortified commercial port of Kaffa (known today as 
Feodosia) in Crimea. Being decimated by the plague, the Mongols gave up on the attack, but before 
withdrawing, with the help of huge catapults, they launched bodies of plague victims over the city walls. Later, 
a few Genoese who defended Kaffa, fled the diseased city and embarked on ships. As a result, they contributed 
to the spreading of the plague to all the ports the ships went through. Within months, the plague spread 
throughout Europe and Northern Africa. In two and a half years, one third of Europe's population died in the 
most devastating demographic disaster ever recorded. In 1351 the first surge of the black plague was 
completed and Froissart, a medieval historian, estimated that about one third of the world's population died as 
a result of it. This fact was later confirmed by contemporary researchers. Seven hundred years have passed 
since then and medicine has advanced considerably, but a few weeks ago humanity awakened to a new 
pandemic. Coronavirus or COVID-19 is rapidly spreading throughout the world, despite all measures taken by 
the World Health Organization, governments, airlines, etc.  
 

1. In your opinion, how will the new COVID-19 progress and how will the world be affected by it? 
 
 
 

2. Are you worried that your loved ones might contract the virus? Are you concerned about contracting 
the virus and spreading it to others?  

 
 
 
Let's search the Scriptures to understand God's perspective on this pandemic, what He wants us to 
communicate through it, and what we need to do for our protection and for the protection of our loved ones.  
 
Read Psalm 91 (on the next page) and circle the words that refer to a pestilence or disease (plague, terror, 
misfortune, danger) along with their pronouns and synonyms.  

 

CORONAVIRUS 
What does the Bible say about it? 



Psalm 91 (NASB) 
1 He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High 
Will abide in the shadow of the Almighty. 
2 I will say to the Lord, “My refuge and my fortress, 
My God, in whom I trust!” 
3 For it is He who delivers you from the snare of the trapper 
And from the deadly pestilence. 
4 He will cover you with His pinions, 
And under His wings you may seek refuge; 
His faithfulness is a shield and bulwark. 
5 You will not be afraid of the terror by night, 
Or of the arrow that flies by day; 
6 Of the pestilence that stalks in darkness, 
Or of the destruction that lays waste at noon. 
7 A thousand may fall at your side 
And ten thousand at your right hand, 
But it shall not approach you. 
8 You will only look on with your eyes 
And see the recompense of the wicked. 
9 For you have made the Lord, my refuge, 
Even the Most High, your dwelling place. 
10 No evil will befall you, 
Nor will any plague come near your tent. 
11 For He will give His angels charge concerning you, 
To guard you in all your ways. 
12 They will bear you up in their hands, 
That you do not strike your foot against a stone. 
13 You will tread upon the lion and cobra, 
The young lion and the serpent you will trample down. 
14 “Because he has loved Me, therefore I will deliver him; 
I will set him securely on high, because he has known My name. 
15 “He will call upon Me, and I will answer him; 
I will be with him in trouble; 
I will rescue him and honor him. 
16 “With a long life I will satisfy him 
And let him see My salvation.” 
 



On the righthand margin of the Biblical text, make a list of everything you learn about the plague/pestilence 
mentioned in the text. When you are finished, answer the questions below: 
 
What is God like and what does He do in times of pestilence? 
 
 
 
 
What does God expect from people when a pandemic or any other danger hits? 
 
 
 
 
What is your relationship with God like? 
 
 
 
 
What will you do to protect yourself from the new coronavirus? 
 
 
 
God loves you and He wants you to have a beautiful life on earth, so that when you depart this world your soul 
will not perish but will have eternal happiness in the Kingdom of God. The golden verse of the Bible states: “For 
God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, 
but have eternal life.” (The Gospel of John 3:16)  
 
Are you a disciple of Jesus Christ? How do you know? 
 
 
If you have made a firm decision to follow God and become a disciple of Jesus Christ, you will receive the Holy 
Spirit so that you can live a righteous life. Here are the first and most important things you need to do 
systematically in order to grow in your faith: 
 
1. Read the Bible in its entirety. Read the New Testament first and then the Old Testament. While 
reading, you will have many questions, look for answers on the website https://moldovacrestina.md/en  ( 
named by one of the visitors the "Biblical Google"), my blog https://erikbrewer.wordpress.com  or write an 
email to erikbbrewer@gmail.com and also indicate if you would like to join an online Bible study. 
 
2. Study the Bible. Reading and studying are different things. Reading is only a part of the studying process. 
Start studying the Bible systematically so you can live a righteous life. During this time of the pandemic I 
recommend you acquire the Bible study book "Lord, I want to know You" available on Amazon.com or 
https://shop.precept.org/products/lord-i-want-to-know-you  
 



3. Look for a good church in your community where people come with a sincere desire to be true 
disciples of Jesus Christ, and where the pastor teaches sound Biblical teaching and lives up to this teaching. If 
you live in Southern Maryland, I invite you to Southern Calvert Baptist Church, 12140 H G Trueman Rd, Lusby, 
MD 20657.  For more information, visit our website http://www.scbcmd.com We look forward to welcoming 
you. God bless you and keep you! 
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